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ZANZIBAR. 

By  Consul  Henry  P.  Starrctt,  Mombasa. 

Although  possessing  a  relatively  small  area  find  population,  the 
British  Protectorate  of  Zanzibar  does  a  comparatively  large  foreign 
trade.  This  is  due  to  its  geographical  position,  which  favors  a  largo, 
dhow  trade  with  a  considerable  portion  of  the  coast  of  East  Africa 
between  Mozambique  on  the  south  and  Kismayu  on  the  north. 
Previous  to  the  recent  development  of  the  modern  ports  of  Mombasa 
in  British  East  Africa  and  Dar-es-Salaam  in  German  East  Africa, 
the  port  of  Zanzibar  probably  accounted  for  fully  90  per  cent  of  the 
trade  of  this  coast.  Within  the  last  few  years  its  foreign  trade  has 
steadily  declined,  owing  to  its  inability  to  compete  with  the  more 
modern  and  accessible  ports  mentioned. 

Owing  to  the  opening  up  to  trade  of  certain  portions  of  the  con- 
quered territory  of  German  East  Africa  and  the  great  need  in  that 
country  for  food,  clothing,  and  various  other  necessities,  Zanzibar 
has  been  able  to  regain,  to  some  extent,  its  former  prestige  as  the 
entrepot  of  commerce  on  the  east  coast  of  Africa.  Its  total  for- 
eign trade  during  1916  w^as  larger  by  nearly  50  per  cent  than  for 
1915  and  considerably  larger  than  the  total  for  any  one  year  within 
the  last  decade. 

Foreign  Trade  for  Five  Years — Countries  of  Origin  and  Destination, 

The  imports  during  191G  were  valued  at  $6,174,773  compared  with 
$3,912,067  for  1915,  and  the  exports  increased  from  $3,849,481  for 
1915  to  $5,21.3,452  for  1916. 

The  statistics  of  this  trade  for  the  five  calendar  years  ended  in  1916 
are  as  follows : 


Items. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

Imports 

$5,017,353 
5,042,271 

$5, 369, 440 
5,104,307 

S3, 715, 110 
3,965,964 

$3,912,067 
3,849,481 

$6,174,773 
5, 213, 452 

Exports 

Total 

10,059,624 

10,473,747 

7,681,074 

7,761,548 

11,388,225 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  from  and  the 
exports  to  the  different  countries  of  the  world  for  the  calendar  year 
1916,  as  compared  with  1915; 
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Countries. 


Europe: 

Austria 

France 

Italy 

Netherlands 

Scandinavia 

United  Kingdom 

Other 

United  States 

t  Asia: 

India 

Burma 

Ceylon 

Aden 

Arabia 

Other 

(  Afric?: 

British  East  Africa 

German  East  Africa 

Italian  East  Africa 

Madagascar  and  Comoro. 

Portuguese  East  Africa. . 

I         Other 

All  other 


Total. 


Imports  from. 


1915 


S2, 203 

26, 217 

2,066 

172, 130 

C) 
772,654 

(°) 
92, 744 

518,325 
(b) 
(6) 
(a) 
(o) 

W 
541,360 


1 


(a) 
(«) 
(°) 
783, 768 


3,912,067 


1916 


$44, 524 
37, 369 

242,967 

38,588 

1, 270, 147 

41,771 

228,832 

1, 749, 530 

726, 656 

31,101 

71,145 

92, 642 

433, 593 

334, 395 
130, 490 
42, 219 
102,904 
214,890 
341,010 


C,  174, 773 


Exports  to. 


1915 


$740, 730 
6,121 


(a) 
735,518 

(a) 
401,517 

1,053,939 

(>') 

(6) 

(") 

(") 
(a) 

275,311 


(a) 
(°) 
(a) 
(o) 
036, 345 


3, 849, 481 


1916 


$524,011 
199, 792 


982, 108 


204, 676 
1,089,964 


97 
55,041 
36,545 
11,639 

326,557 
72, 043 
14,287 

415,363 

51,386 

1,229,338 


5, 213, 452 


a  Included  with  "All  other  countries"  in  1915. 


6  Included  with  "India"  in  1915. 


Fluctuations  in  Trade  by  Countries. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  were  more  than  double  those 
of  the  previous  year  and  represented  an  increase  of  nearly  65  per 
cent  over  those  for  1914.  India  and  Great  Britain  together,  how- 
ever, had  nearly  50  per  cent  of  the  total  import  trade  of  the  Pro- 
tectorate. This  is  explained  by  the  close  affiliations  between  India 
and  the  importers  of  Zanzibar  and  the  zeal  with  which  British  ex- 
porters have  pushed  their  trade  campaign  in  that  market. 

The  exports  from  Zanzibar  to  the  United  States  decreased  ma- 
teriall}^,  owing  largely  to  the  increasing  difficulty  of  obtaining  ship- 
ping space  to  New  York  and  to  the  export  restrictions  that  have 
had  their  effect  upon  all  export  trade  from  here  to  countries  other 
than  British.  The  direct  steamer  service  between  Zanzibar  and  Italy 
explains  the  increase  in  the  exports  to  that  country.  The  exports 
to  South  Africa  are  included  with  "  Other  Africa  "  and  represent 
most  of  the  value  under  that  item.  Probably  these  goods  were  not 
imported  for  consumption  in  South  Africa,  but  were  sent  there  for 
transshipment  to  other  countries — mostly  to  England  and  the  United 
States — at  indefinite  future  dates. 

Increased  Import  Trade. 

The  value  of  imports  into  the  Protectorate  in  1915  and  1916  is 
given  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Articles. 

1915 

1916 

;  Bacs  and  baceine 

$33, 171 

(a] 

(a) 
110, 480 

}     179,350 
131,  EO I 

$20,309 
26, 895 
18, 360 
82,009 

/    345,268 
\      93, 175 

215,  781 

Crockery  and  glassware 

Dates 

(0) 

(») 

$27,353 

1  Beer  .       . .          

31,905 

;  Cement 

Fish,  dried 

40,039 

Coal 

Furnitiu"e 

11, 548 

Coins: 

Silver 

Grain: 

Pulse 

28,809 

Gold 

Lentils 

15,286 

1  Copra 

Maize 

19,971 

a  Included  in  ''All  other  articles." 
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Articles. 


1915 


G  rain— Cent  inued. 

Matama 

Rice 

Wheat 

Groceries: 

Butter 

Coffee 

Flour 

Ghee 

Molasses 

Sugar 

Tea 

Groundnuts 

Hardware 

Hides  and  skins 

Iron  sheets 

Ivory,  raw 

Live  stock: 

Cattle 

Goats  and  sheep 

Machinery 

Mat  bags,"  etc 

Musical  instruments 

Paints,  oils,  and  turpentine 
Petroleum 


$5S,118 
714, 0S3 

(.") 
(.") 

79, 772 
109, 082 

C) 
191,057 
(°) 
(«) 
74.247 

(.") 
(a) 

10,  G30 

C) 
(») 
C) 
C) 
C) 

(") 


1916 


$.54, 866 

888,839 

17, 450 

22,444 

17, 173 

137,091 

158, 200 

11,789 

222,441 

45,084 

29,800 

79, 017 

10, 649 

17,027 

01,162 

117,955 
45,431 
13, 232 
31,261 
47,814 
14, 107 
72, 487 


Articles. 


Piece  goods: 

Sheetings,  gray 
Shirting.s — 

Gray 

White 


Hosier  J'. 
Kaniki 


Khangas 

Prints 

Other 

Rubber 

Salt 

Sesame 

Soap 

Spirits 

Timber 

Tobacco: 

European 

Eastern 

Tortoise  shell... . 
Twist  and  thread. 

Vegetables 

Wax 

All  other  articles.. 


1915 


Total. 


S69C,459 


(«) 
(a) 

31,036 

(°) 
8,841 

■      93,637 

(«) 

(a) 

(a) 

(°) 
1,386,603 


1916 


3,912,067 


$360,013 

201,333 

129,917 

93,936 

115,393 

327, 581 

71,389 

019,791 

20, 845 

13, 535 

31,854 

38,623 

56,109 

15,072 

'  94, 615 
L  16, 923 
15,321 
35, 808 
46, 487 
50, 710 
724,414 


6, 174, 773 


o  Included  in  "All  other  articles." 

In  1916,  as  in  former  years,  cotton  piece  goods  and  foodstuffs  made 
up  the  largest  items  in  the  import  trade,  the  first-named  having 
increased  nearl}'^  200  per  cent  over  the  preceding  year.  These  goods 
form  the  bulk  of  the  trade  with  the  natives;  less  important  items  in- 
tended for  that  trade  are  cheap  lines  of  hardware,  brass  and  copper 
wire,  hoes,  trinkets,  etc. 

Growth  of  Exports. 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  Zanzibar  in  1915  and  1916  was  as 
follows : 


Articles. 


Bags 

Chillies 

Cloves 

Clove  stems . . . . 
Coins: 

Silver 

Gold 

Copra 

Fish,  dried 

Grain: 

Maize 

Matama.... 

Rice 

Groceries: 

Flour 

Ghee 

Coconut  oil. 

Sugar 

Tea 

Groundnuts 

Gum  copal 

Hardware 

Hides  and  skins 
Ivory,  raw 


$2, 


1915 


(") 
(a) 

239, 730 

20,978 

46,828 

796,621 
(") 

(") 
(a) 

57, 422 

(a) 

C) 
(a) 

W 
(a) 
(a) 

18,  746 
(a) 

13,410 
10,969 


1916 


$13, 341 

21,439 

2,187,024 

21,093 

r    137,601 

I      22,547 

751,943 

27, 750 

8,432 

19, 296 

120,011 

25,004 
33, 718 
35, 564 
52,092 
12,910 
17,291 
11,603 
26, 519 
38, 460 
50, 315 


Articles. 


Petroleum 

Piece  goods: 

Sheetings,  gray. 

Shirtings — 

Grav 

White 

Hosiery 

Kaniki 

Khangas 

Prints 

Other 

Rubber 

Soap 

Spirits 

Tobacco: 

European 

Eastern 

Tortoise  shell 

Twist  and  thread... 

Vegetables 

Wax 

All  other 


1915 


Total. 


(.") 


$238, 495 


7,366 
C) 

20,624 

(a) 

(°) 
(.") 
(«) 
378, 294 


3,849,481 


191G 


$33,522 
174, 697 

137,905 
44,707 
34,832 
81,110 

202, 573 
66, 104 

410, 724 
16, 953 
45, 251 
12,097 

38,010 
15, 369 
15, 255 
11,502 
11,923 
14, 987 
211,973 


5, 213, 452 


o  Included  in  "All  other  articles.' 


Of  the  products  indigenous  to  Zanzibar  cloves  far  surpass  all 
others  in  export  value.  Although  the  quantity  exported  during  the 
year  was  about  20  per  cent  less  than  that  for  the  previous  year,  the 
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decrease  in  export  value  was  only  about  2^  per  cent,  OAving  to  the 
increased  price  tliat  obtained  for  this  product  in  the  world's  market. 
The  United  States  is  one  of  the  largest  buyers  of  this  product;  many 
of  the  purchases,  however,  are  not  made  until  the  cloves  reach  the 
London  market. 

[A  detailed  report  on  the  clove  industry  of  Zanzibar  was  piiblislied  in  Com- 
merce REroRTS  for  June  11,  1917.] 
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